26 March 1838. — 1 Vict. 




[AS AMENDED IN COMMITTEE AND ON RECOMMITMENT] 

For the more effectual Relief of the destitute 
Poor in Ireland . 



[N.B. — The Clauses marked (A.) to ^ (D.) were added by the Committee 
and on the Re-commitment . ] 



it is expedient to provide for the more effectual 
Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland ; 2SQE it tijztefove 
QtnactxO, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
5 and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Authority of the same, THAT the Poor Law Commissioners for the 
time being shall be the Commissioners to carry this Act into execution. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Commissioners, 
or any one of them, at any time or place, by summons under the seal of 
10 the Commissioners, or under the hand and seal of any one of them, 
to require the attendance of all such persons as they or he may think lit 
to call before them or any of them upon any matter connected with the 
objects or purposes or the execution of the provisions of this Act, 
and to make inquiries, and require returns, and to administer oaths, 
15 and examine all such persons upon oath, and to require and enforce 
the production upon oath of Books, Contracts, Agreements, Accounts, 
maps, plans, surveys, valuations and writings, or copies thereof re- 
spectively in anywise relating to any such matter, or where the 
Commissioners or Commissioner shall think fit, in lieu of re- 
quiring such oath as aforesaid, to require any such person to make 
f and subscribe a declaration of the truth of the matters respecting 
238- a which 



Preamble. 



Poor Law 
Commis- 
sioners to 
cany Act 
into execu- 
tion. 



Power to 
examine Wit- 
nesses, and to 
call for Pa- 
pers, &c. 
upon Outh. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




[ 2 ] 

v; h ich he shall have been or shall be so examiner! : Provided always, 
That no person shall be required in obedience to any such summons 
to oo more than Twenty statute Miles from the place of Ins abode: 
Provided also. That nothing herein contained shall extend to authorize 
or empower the Commissioners to act as a Court of Record, or to 5 
require the production of the title, or any papers or writing, relating 
to the title, of any lands, tenements or hereditaments, not being 
property vested in the Commissioners by virtue of this Act. 



Administra- 
tion of Relief 
to the Poor to 
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trol of the 
Commis- 
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And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act 
the administration of relief to the poor throughout Ireland, according 10 
to such laws as shall be in force at the time being, shall be subject 
to the direction and control of the Commissioners, and for executing 
the powers given to them by this Act, the Commissioners are 
hereby authorized and required from time to time, as they shall see 
occasion, to make and issue all such Orders for the government of 15 
Workhouses, and of the poor therein, and for the guidance and con- 
trol, appointment and removal of the officers thereof, and for the 
guidance and control, according to the intention of this Act, of all 
guardians, wardens and other officers, paid or unpaid, acting in the 
management or relief of the destitute poor, and for the keeping, so 
examining, auditing and allowing or disallowing of accounts, and for 
the making of contracts in all matters relating to such management 
or relief, or to any expenditure for the relief of the destitute poor, 
and for carrying this Act into execution in all other respects, as they 
shall think proper ; and the Commissioners may, at their discretion, 
from time to time suspend, alter or rescind such Orders, or any of 
them : Provided always, That nothing in this Act contained shall be 
construed as enabling the Commissioners, or any of them, to inter- 
fere in any individual case for the purpose of ordering relief. 



25 
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And be it Enacted, That no General Rule of the Commit- 30 
sioners shall operate or take effect until the expiration of Forty 
Days after the same, or a copy thereof, shall have been sent to 
one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State ; and if at any 
time after such General Rule shall have been so sent. Her Ma- 
jesty, with the advice of Her Privy Council, shall disallow the same, 35 
or any part thereof, such disallowance shall be notified to the Commis- 
sioners by one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, and such 
General Rule, or the part thereof so disallowed, shall not come into 
operation, if such disallowance lie notified to the Commissioners at 
any time during the said period of Forty Days ; but if such disallow- 
ance be so notified at any time after that period, then from and after 

such 
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such disallowance shall have been so notified, such General Rule, so far 
as the same shall have been so disallowed, shall cease to operate, subject, 
however, and without prejudice to all acts and transactions under or 
in virtue of the same, previously to notice of such disallowance having 
5 been given by the Commissioners in manner hereinafter mentioned. 

5 - 

And be it Enacted, That all General Rules for the time being in force GeneraiRuIos 
at the commencement of every Session of Parliament, and which shall before Par- 
not previously have been submitted to Parliament, shall from time to Iaraen ' 
time, within One Week after the commencement of every such Session, 

10 be laid by one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State before 
both Houses of Parliament. 

6 . 

And be it Enacted, That a written or printed copy of every Orders^ 
Order of the Commissioners shall be sent by the Commissioners, to Guardians, 
by the post, or in such manner as the Commissioners shall think fit, 

15 sealed or stamped with their seal, addressed to the Guardians of 
the Union, or their Clerk, or the officers acting in the management 
or relief of the destitute poor, or other officers required to carry such 
Order into effect, and to the Clerk to the Justices of the Petty Sessions 
held for the division or divisions in which such Union, or the place 
20 where such Order is to take effect, shall be situate : Provided always, 

That .no failure or neglect in sending copies of any Order to any Clerk 
to the Justices as aforesaid shall in any way affect the validity of such 
Order. 



7. 

And be it Enacted, That every Clerk of such Guardians, and the PubUcityto 
25 Clerks to the Justices aforesaid respectively, shall and they are hereby orfers 1 
required to preserve and give publicity to such Orders, in such manner 
as the Commissioners shall direct, and also to allow every Rate-payer Comm- 
(or his agent, authorized in writing) in every such Union to inspect the 
same at all reasonable times, free of any charge for such inspection, and 
30 to furnish copies of the same, being paid for such copies at the rate of 
Three-pence for every folio of Seventy-two words, and to allow copies 
or extracts thereof to be taken, on being paid for so doing, at the rate 
of Three-halfpence for every folio of Seventy-two words; and in case 
any such Clerk to the Guardians, or Clerk to the J ustices, to whom give jrabli- 
35 such Orders or Copies thereof shall be sent as aforesaid, shall neglect Clty ’ 
to preserve and give publicity to the same, in the mode prescribed or 
directed by the Commissioners, or shall refuse such inspection, or 
to furnish or allow such Copies thereof to be taken as aforesaid, every 
person -so offending shall, for every such offence, be subject and liable 
to a penalty not exceeding the sum of Ten Pounds, nor less than Foity 
Shillings. 
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And be it Enacted, That if any such General Rule shall, after the 
same shall have come into operation, he disallowed in manner here- 
inbefore mentioned, or any Order whatever shall be revoked by the 
Commissioners, then and in every such case the Commissioners shall 
send by the post, or in such manner as they shall think fit, to every 
Union affected thereby, Notice of such disallowance or revocation; such 
Notice of disallowance or revocation to be addressed, preserved and 
inspected, and Copies thereof furnished or allowed to be taken, in the 
same manner, and subject to the same penalties, as are hereinbefore 
mentioned respecting Orders. 



5 



And be it Enacted, That every Assistant Commissioner, Secretary, 
Assistant Secretary, Clerk and other officer appointed by the Commis- 
sioners, shall, so far as the Commissioners shall direct, be officers 
for carrying this Act into execution. 

And be it Enacted, That a notification of the name of every Com- 15 
missioner and of every Assistant Commissioner directed to carry tin's Act 
into execution, shall, before they respectively enter upon the execution 
of this Act, be published in the London Gazette and in the Dublin 
Gazette. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Commissioners 20 
to delegate, by writing* under their hands and seal, to any one or 
more of their Assistant Commissioners, such of the powers and au- 
thorities hereby given to. the Commissioners (except the power to 
make General Rules) as the Commissioners shall think fit; and 
the powers and authorities, and the delegation thereof, shall he 25 
notified in such manner, and such powers and authorities shall be 
exercised at such places for sucli periods, and under such circum- 
stances, and subject to such regulations, as the Commissioners 
shall direct ; and the Commissioners may at any time revoke or 
vary all or any of the powers and authorities which shall be so 3° 
delegated as aforesaid, and, notwithstanding the delegation thereof, 
may act as if no such delegation had been made. 

And be it Enacted, That every Assistant Commissioner may and is 
hereby empowered to summon before him such persons as he may think 
necessary, for the purpose of being examined upon oath (which, oath 35 
such Assistant Commissioner is hereby empowered to administer), 
upon any question or matter which the Commissioners, if present, 
and acting in the execution of the powers of this Act, might entertain 
or inquire into: Provided nevertheless, That in lieu of requiring such 

Qath 
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Oath as aforesaid, such Assistant Commissioner shall, if he shall think or take Da- 
fit, require such person to make and subscribe a Declaration of the clnrahon- 
truth of the matters respecting which he shall have been or shall be so 
examined; and all Summonses made by any such Assistant Commis- 
5 sioner, and all Orders made by him in pursuance or exercise of such 
delegated powers and authorities as aforesaid, shall be obeyed, per- 
formed and carried into effect by all persons, as if such Summons 
or Order had been the Summons or Order of the Commissioners. 

j 3. 

And be it Enacted, That if any person upon any examination under Penalties for 
10 the authority of this Act, shall wilfully give false evidence, or wilfully ftideneem- 
make or subscribe a false declaration, he shall on being convicted ^^vulence. 
thereof suffer the pains and penalties of Perjury ; and if any person 
shall refuse or wilfully neglect to attend in obedience to any Summons of 
the Commissioners, or of any Commissioner or Assistant Commissioner, 

15 or to give evidence, or shall wilfully alter, suppress, conceal, destroy 
or refuse to produce any books, contracts, agreements, accounts, maps, 
plans, surveys, valuations or writings, or copies of the same which may 
be required to be produced for the purposes of this Act, to any person 
authorized by this Act to require the production thereof, every person 
20 so offending shall be deemed guilty of a Misdemeanor. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Commissioners, in Expense's of 
any case where they may see fit, to order and allow such expenses of Witnesse9 - __ 
Witnesses, and such expenses attending the production of any docu- 
ments or copies thereof, to or before any person authorized by this 
25 Act to require the production thereof, as such Commissioners may 
deem reasonable, to be paid as follows; (that is to say) out of the 
Rates of the Union, which in the opinion of the Commissioners shall 
be interested or concerned in such testimony or production respec- 
tively in all cases in which such Witnesses shall not go more than 
30 Ten Statute Miles from his place of residence, and in all other cases 
the expenses so ordered or allowed shall be deemed part of the 
incidental expenses attending the execution of this Act, and be paid, 
accordingly. 

15. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Commissioners, Fommtion of 
35 from time to time, by order under their seal, to unite such and so 
many townlands as they may think fit, to be a Union for the relief 
of the destitute Poor, by such name as the Commissioners shall by 
such order direct. 

•. _ 16. 

And' be it Enacted, That it shall be Iawfful for the Commissioners, Mssolutiou 
from time to time, as they may think fit, to declare any such Union to 0 £ Unions,. 
23.8. a 3. be 
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ba dissolved, or any townland or townlands to be added to or 
separated from any such Union ; and in case of any addition to or 
separation from a Union, or of any alteration of the limits thereof, 
to make such orders as they may think fit for adapting the constitution, 
management and government of such Union to its altered state ; and 5 
in case of a total or partial dissolution of any Union, or of an altera- 
tion of the limits thereof, to ascertain, to the best of their judgments, 
the • proportionate value to any and every townland affected by such 
dissolution or alteration, of any property held or taken for or relinquished 
by the Union in its altered state, and also the proportionate amount 10 
chargeable on every townland in respect of all the liabilities of such 
Union existing at the time of such dissolution or alteration, and the 
Commissioners shall thereupon fix the amount to be received or paid, 
or secured to be paid by such Union, or by any townland affected by 
such alteration as the justice of the case appears to them to require; 15 
and all sums to be received, if any, by such Union or Townland, shall 
be paid, or secured to be paid to such person and in such manner, 
and shall be applied for the benefit of such Union or Townland as 
the Commissioners shall direct ; and all sums to be so paid, or secured 
to be paid, shall be raised by special Rates on the property liable to be 20 
rated under this Act, under the direction of the Commissioners, or 
charged on the Poor Rates, or such special Rates of such Union 
or Townland respectively as the Commissioners may see fit : Provided 
always, That no such dissolution or alteration shall take place or be 
made, unless a majority of the Guardians of the Union alfected by 25 
such change shall also consent thereto in writing ; and provided also, 
that no such dissolution or alteration shall in any manner prejudice, 
vary or affect the rights or interests of third persons in respect of 
contracts entered into by or on behalf of such Union or Townland 
previous to such dissolution or alteration; and that a Copy of every 3 ° 
Order by which any Union shall be declared dissolved or altered, 
shall be transmitted to one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of 
State, who shall forward the same, or a duplicate thereof, to the 
Lords of the Treasury. 

And be it Enacted, That when any Union for the relief of the des- 35 
titute Poor shall have been declared, a Board of Guardians of the Poor 
for such Union shall be constituted, and the Guardians shall be elected 
at such time as the Commissioners by their Order declaring the Union, 
or by any subsequent Order shall direct. 

And be it Enacted, That the Commissioners may divide any Union 4 ° 
into electoral divisions for the election of Guardians, and may alter 
any such division from time to time as they may see fit. 



And 
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And be it Enacted, That the Commissioners shall determine, and Number an£ 
from time to time may, as they may see fit, alter the number of the 0 f Guardians. 



Guardians to be elected in each Union, and the number to be elected 
for every electoral division, having due regard to the circumstances of 

5 each such division, (so nevertheless that eveiy person qualified to 
vote in the Union shall be entitled to vote in the election of One 
Guardian at the least,) and may also fix the value of the qualification by 
which male persons of full age shall be eligible as such Guardians, such 
qualification to consist in being entitled to vote at Elections of Guar-. 

, 0 dians in such Union ; but not so as to require a qualification exceeding 

the net annual value of Thirty Pounds : Provided always, That no person No Minister 
being in Holy Orders, or being a regular Minister of any religious be^GuSan 0 . 
denomination, shall be eligible as a Guardian. 



And be it Enacted, That on the Twenty-fifth day of March in every Election of 



J5 year, or if that day should fall on a Sunday or Good Friday, then on 
the day next following, or within Fourteen Days next after such Twenty- 



fifth day of March, the Guardians for the ensuing year, to be computed 
from such Twenty-fifth day of March, shall be chosen, and immediately 
upon their election the Guardians previously elected by the Rate-payers 
of any Union shall go out of office : Provided always. That the Guar- 
dians first elected by such Rate-payers shall, if the said Commissioners 
shall by any order so direct, hold office until the Twenty-fifth day of 
March next after their election, and thenceforth for one year ; and that 
in every case the Guardians whose term of office shall expire on the 
Twenty-fifth day of March in any year, shall continue to act as Guar- 
dians until others are elected or appointed in their stead. 



And be it Enacted, That any Guardian going out of office 
shall be re-eligible for the ensuing or any subsequent year, and 
that the same person may be elected for more than one electoral 
30 division. 



And be it Enacted, That in case the full number of Guardians shall 
not be duly elected at any election of Guardians for the time being, 
or in the event of any vacancy occurring in such Board by the 
death, removal or resignation (which the Commissioners are hereby 
35 empowered to accept) or refusal or disqualification to act of any Guar- 
dian, the other or remaining members of the said Board shall continue 
to act until the next election, or until the completion of the said Board, 
as if no such vacancy had occurred, and as if the number of such 
Board were complete. 
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And be it Enacted, That every Justice of the Peace residing in any 
such Union and acting for the county in which lie so resides, and not 
being a stipendiary Magistrate or Assistant Barrister, or a person 
in Holy Orders, or a regular Minister of any religious denomination 
shall be an ex-officio Guardian of the Poor for such Union, and 5 
(unless the Commissioners shall by any Order postpone, for such 
time as they shall see fit, the period at which such cx-officio Guar- 
dians shall act as such, which Order the Commissioners are hereby 
empowered to make and issue) the said ex-oflicio Guardians shah 
until a Board of Guardians be duly constituted, and also in case of 10 
any irregularity or delay in any subsequent election of Guardians 
receive and carry into effect the orders of the Commissioners; and 
after such Board shall be constituted as aforesaid, every such Justice 
shall, ex officio, act as a member of such Board, in addition to and 
in like manner as an elected Guardian. , ^ 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That the number of ex-officio 
horof elected Guardians of an y Union shall in no case exceed One-third of the number 
Guardians. of Guardians to beelected by the Rate-payers of such Union; and in every 
case where the number of Justices qualified as aforesaid shall exceed 
One-third of the whole number of the Guardians to be elected by such 20 
Rate-payers, the Justices so qualified shall, within Fourteen Days after 
the declaration of such Union, assemble at a meeting to be specially 
held for the purpose, at a time and place to be appointed by or under the 
order of the Commissioners, of which meeting the Justice senior by 
appointment who shall be present shall be Chairman ; and thereupon 25 
the said J ustices shall, by a majority of their number present and voting 
(the Chairman, in case of an equality of votes in favour of two or more 
persons, to have a double or casting vote), appoint from the Justices so 
qualified, a number of persons nearest to but not exceeding One-third of 
the number of the Guardians to be elected by the Rate-payers, and the 30 
Justices so appointed shall be entitled to act as cx-officio Guardians of 
the Poor of the Union from the period of the first appointment so made 
until the next Twenty-ninth day of September, and for One Year next 
ensuing, or until others shall be appointed in their stead, and at the 
expiration of One Year after the Twenty-ninth day of September next 35 
■Appointment ^ 0wi ' n £ suc ^ ^ rst appointment ; and on the Twenty-ninth day of Sep- 
to be annual, tember in every succeeding year, or within Fourteen Days thereof, the 
ex-officio Guardians for the year computed from the Twenty-ninth day of 
September, shall in like manner be appointed, and immediately upon their 
appointment, the ex-officio Guardians last previously appointed shall go 40 
out of office, and lists of the names of the Justices so appointed to serve 
as ex-officio Guardians of any Union, duly certified by the Chairman of 
the said meeting, shall be sent by him to the Commissioners and to the 

' Clerk 
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Clerk of the Peace of the county, and the Clerk of the Peace shall pre- 
serve the same in the Records of the county: Provided always, That any 
ex-officio Guardian shall be re-eligible for the ensuing or any subsequent 
year: Provided also, That whenever the number of Justices qualified as 
5 aforesaid to act as ex-officio Guardians in any Union shall, by death, 
removal, disqualification to act, or from any other cause, be reduced 
to or below One-third of the number of the elective Guardians, 
then and so long as the number shall not exceed One- third of the 
number of elective Guardians, the whole of the Justices so qua- 
10 lified shall be entitled to act as ex-officio Guardians. 

2 5 - 

And be it Enacted, That in case an election of Guardians for any On non-elec- 

. tumor Guar- 

electoral division, or for any Union, shall not take place in obedience dians, Com- 
, „ , .. .. a • A miaaionors to 

to the orders of the Commissioners, and in pursuance ot tins Act, or appoint, 
in case any Guardian, duly elected, shall neglect or refuse to act, or 
^ shall signify to the Commissioners his desire to be discharged from 
the duties of his office, the Commissioners may appoint any person 
whom they may deem fit to fill the place of any such Guardian, of 
whom there has been such failure of election, or of any Guardian 
who shall have neglected or refused to act, or who shall have sig- 
20 nified his desire to be discharged as aforesaid ; and every person so 
appointed shall serve and hold the office of Guardian until an election 
of Guardians shall take place under the provisions of this Act ; and 
every person so appointed shall, during the period of his service of 
the office, have the same powers, and shall be subject to the same 
25 obligations, in all respects, as Guardians elected by the Rate-payers 
under this Act; and every Guardian neglecting or refusing to act, or 
signifying his desire to be discharged, shall, upon the appoint- 
ment of any person to fill his place, cease to act, and to have any 
right or title to act as Guardian of such Union, until again duly 
30 elected or appointed to be a Guardian : Provided always, That it shall c«mmis- 
be lawful for the Commissioners, in any of the cases aforesaid, to dc- onW »3 
dare the place of any Guardian who shall have neglected or refused to Eleotlon - 
act, or who shall have signified his desire to be discharged, to be void, 
and to order, as they may see fit, a fresh election of Guardians, or of 
35 so many of such Guardians as the Commissioners may direct. 

26. 

And be it Enacted, That in case regular meetings of the Clause (A.) 

liiiii 1 l ower to 

Board of Guardians of any Union shall not be holden at the Commia- 

„ , . . . sionoiu to 

times enjoined by the orders ot the Commissioners, or in case, appoint paid 

through the default of the Guardians, the duties of such Board °« iccrs - 
40 of Guardians shall not be duly and effectually discharged. accord- 
ing to the intention of this Act, the Commissioners may appoint 
such and so many paid officers a9 they may think fit to carry 
into execution the provisions of this Act, and front time to time 
revoke and determine such appointments; and the Commis- 
238. b sioners 
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sioners shall from time to time, as they shall see fit, define and 
direct the execution of the duties of such officers, and the amount 
and nature of the security to be given by such of them as the Com- 
missioners shall think ought to give security, and regulate the 
amount of salaries payable to such officers respectively, and the 5 
time and mode of payment thereof, and such salaries shall be 
chargeable on and payable out of the Rates levied for the relief of 
the destitute poor of such Union: Provided always, That unless the 
Commissioners shall sooner revoke or determine the appointment 
of such paid officers, such paid officers shall hold their offices for 10 
the term of one year from the date of their appointment, and 
thenceforth till the time of the next election of Guardians for such 
Union under the provisions of this Act, and 110 longer. 

And be it Enacted, That the Board of Guardians for every Union, 
including all persons hereinbefore empowered to act as Guardians, 15 
while so acting shall be and are hereby declared to be, a body politic 
and corporate, and shall be called by the name of “The Guardians of 
the Poor of the Union,” and are hereby authorized and 

enabled, by that name, to sue and be sued, take and hold goods and 
chattels and to enter into and execute all such contracts connected 20 
with the relief of the destitute poor, and with the purposes of this 
Act, as shall be enjoined or permitted by the Orders of the Com- 
missioners; and all the monies levied by rates under the provisions 
of this Act within each Union ; and all goods and chattels purchased 
with such monies or otherwise taken and held for the purposes of this 25 
Act within such Union, shall be deemed at law to be the property of 
the Board of Guardians ; and such Boards of Guardians shall have 
powder to govern and manage the Workhouses of their respective 
Unions, and to direct the officers of such Unions in the execution 
of their duties, subject to the Orders of the Commissioners ; and every 30 
Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner shall be entitled to attend 
every Board of Guardians, and to take part in their discussions, but 
not to vote at such Board. 

And be it Enacted, That the Board of Guardians in every Union 
shall meet at such times as shall be enjoined by the Orders of the 35 
Commissioners, and at such other times as to the said Guardians 
may seem fit, upon giving such notice as shall be prescribed by 
the said Commissioners ; and all lawful acts, contracts and matters 
done, entered into and transacted at such meetings by a ma- 
jority of the Guardians present and voting, and verified by the sig- 40 
natures of Three of such Guardians, shall be as valid and effectual 
as if all the Guardians had been present and concurred; and the 
signatures of Three Guardians, members of any Board, affixed to 
any Resolution, Contract or Order, purporting to be entered into or 

made 
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made by such Board of Guardians, shall be primd jade evidence that 
such Resolution, Contract and Order was duly entered into or made 
by such Board. 

And be it Enacted, That, except where the consent of a majority 
^ of guardians is required by this Act, and except also where it may be 
otherwise ordered by the Commissioners, no cx-officio or elected 
Guardian shall have power to act in virtue of his office, except as a 
member, and at a meeting of a Board of Guardians, and no act 
of any such meeting shall be valid unless Three members shall be 
10 present and concur. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That no defect in the qualifi- 
cation, election or appointment of any person acting as a Guardian at 
a Board of Guardians shall vitiate or make void any proceedings of 
such Board in which he may have taken part. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Commissioners, as 
and when they shall see fit, by their order, to direct the Guardians of 
any Union, or of so many Unions as the Commissioners may in 
such order specify and declare to be united for the purpose of 
appointing and paying officers, to appoint such paid officers with 
20 such qualifications as the Commissioners shall think necessary for 
superintending, acting or assisting in the election of Guardians, in the 
surveying and valuation of property to be rated, and in the collecting 
of rates to be made for the purposes of this Act, in the adminis- 
tration of the relief and management of the destitute Poor, and 
25 otherwise carrying the provisions of this Act into execution ; and 
the Commissioners may and they are hereby empowered to define, 
specify and direct the execution of the respective duties of such 
officers, and the places or limits within which the same shall be 
performed, and direct the mode of the appointment, and determine 
30 the continuance in office or dismissal of such Officers, and the 
amount and nature of the security to be given by such of the 
said officers as the Commissioners shall think ought to give security, 
and when the Commissioners may see occasion from time to time to 
regulate the amount of salaries or allowances payable to such Officers 
35 respectively, and the time and mode of payment thereof, and the pro- 
portions in which such respective Unions shall contribute to such 
payment 

And be it Enacted, That the Salaries of all such officers, and the 
Salaries of all paid officers, whom the Commissioners are by this Act 
40 directly empowered to appoint, and of the Chaplains of Work- 
houses appointed under this Act, shall be chargeable on and payable 
out of the Poor-rates of such Union or Unions, or of any towniand 

3 38. b 2 comprised 
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comprised therein, in the manner and proportions fixed by the Com- 
missioners ; and the Guardians of any such Union are hereby em- 
powered and required to raise by Rate such sums as shall be sufficient 
to pay such salaries, or its proportionate part thereof. 

And be it Enacted, That the Commissioners may and they are hereby ^ 
authorized and empowered, as and when they shall think proper, by 
their order, either upon or without any suggestion or complaint in that 
behalf from the Guardians of any Union, to remove any paid officer 
appointed under the provisions of this Act, whom they shall deem 
unfit for or incompetent to discharge the duties of any such office; ] 0 
or who shall at any time refuse or neglect to obey and carry 
into effect any of the Orders of the Commissioners, and to require 
from time to time the persons competent in that behalf to appoint a fit 
and proper person in his room; and in case of the refusal or neglect of 
the persons competent to appoint, or in case the officer removed shall 1 5 
be an officer whom the Commissioners are by the provisions of this Act 
directly empowered to appoint, the Commissioners are hereby au- 
thorized to appoint a fit and proper person in the room of the person 
so removed, and any person so removed shall not be competent to 
be appointed to or to fill any paid office connected with the relief 20 
or management of the destitute Poor in any Union, except with the 
consent of the Commissioners. 

_ , , „ And be it Enacted, That when any Union shall have been declared, 

Industry, «c. 

to vest in every House of Industry, Workhouse and Foundling Hospital, which 
sioners. has been either wholly or in part supported by Parliamentary grant, 25 
Grand Jury aid, or by any compulsory rate or contribution, situate 
within the limits of such Union, and all lands, tenements and heredita- 
ments and real property, and chattels real, of and belonging thereto, 
shall vest in the Poor Law Commissioners for the time being, accord- 
ing to the nature and quality, estate and interest of and in the same 30 
property and premises respectively ; and subject to the debts, charges 
and incumbrances affecting the same respectively, and to the repay- 
ment of any advances which, conformably with previous usage, have 
been made for the lawful purposes of any such House of Industry, 
Workhouse or Foundling Hospital; and that upon the death, resig- 35 
nation or removal of the present Commissioners, or any or either 
of them, or of any future Commissioner or Commissioners, all such 
property and premises shall be vested in and be held by the suc- 
ceeding Commissioners jointly with the continuing Commissioner or 
Commissioners, if any there be, and so in perpetual succession, in trust 40 
for the several purposes for which the same are respectively applicable, 
but subject nevertheless to the powers and provisions of this Act ; and 
every House of Industry, Workhouse or Foundling Hospital shall, if 
and when the Commissioners shall so direct, be a Workhouse, of 

the 
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tlie Union in which the same may be situate ; but such House of In- 
dustry, Workhouse or Foundling Hospital shall be maintained and sup- 
ported in the manner in which the same is now by law maintained and 
supported until the Commissioners shall by order otherwise direct. 

5 And be it Enacted, That the Commissioners may from time to time, Workhouses 
as they may sec fit, build or cause to be built a Workhouse or Work- ^ed. Pr °" 
houses for any Union not having a Workhouse, or purchase or hire 
land of any tenure for the purpose of building the same thereon, 
and may purchase or hire a Workhouse or Workhouses or any 
10 building or buildings for the purpose of being used as or converted 
into a Workhouse or Workhouses, and in the case of any Union 
having a Workhouse or Workhouses, or any buildings capable of 
being converted into a Workhouse or Workhouses, may enlarge or 
alter the same in such manner as the Commissioners shall deem 
15 most proper for carrying the provisions of this Act into execution 
and may build, hire or purchase any additional Workhouse or Work- 
houses, or any building or buildings for the purpose of being used 
as or converted inlo a Workhouse or Workhouses, and may pur- 
chase or hire any land for building such additional Workhouse or 
20 Workhouses thereon, of such size and description, and according 
to such plan and in such manner as the Commissioners shall 
deem most proper for carrying the provisions of this Act into execu- 
tion ; and may also purchase or hire any land, not exceeding Twelve 
Acres imperial measure, to be occupied with any such Workhouse, and 
25 may order and direct the Guardians of any Union to uphold and 
maintain any Workhouse, and to furnish and fit up any Workhouse, 
and to provide any utensils, instruments or machinery for setting the 
Poor to work therein ; and the Guardians of every Union are hereby 
authorized and required to assess, raise and levy such sum or sums of 
30 money for the purposes hereinbefore specified as the Commissioners 
shall from time to time direct as a Poor-rate, in the manner hereinafter 
provided, or to borrow money for such purposes under the provisions of 
this Act, and to charge the same, with interest, on the future Poor-rate 
of such Union ; and all lands and buildings so purchased or hired 
35 shall be conveyed or taken to the Commissioners for the time being, 
and shall vest in the succeeding Commissioners in perpetual succession, 
in the same manner as hereinbefore provided concerning Workhouses 
in Unions at the time of the declaration thereof. 

36. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for all corporations, tenants incapacitated 
40 in tail, tenants for life or for any other partial or qualified estate or flowered 
interest, husbands, guardians, trustees for the association for the sup- to conve y- 
pression of mendicity and for other voluntary associations, and the 
trustees and feoffees in trust for charitable or other purposes, com- 
mittees, executors and administrators, and all trustees and persons 
238. b 3 whomsoever. 
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whomsoever, not only for and on behalf of themselves, their heirs 
and successors, but also for and on behalf of all persons, if incapa- 
citated, entitled in reversion, remainder or expectancy after them, and 
for and on behalf of their cestuique trusts, whether infants, issue 
unborn, lunatics, idiots, femes covert or other persons, and to and 5 
for all femes covert seised and possessed of or interested in their own 
right, or entitled to dower or other interest in, and for all other 
persons whatsoever seised or possessed of or interested in, any lands, 
tenements or hereditaments which may be required by the Commis- 
sioners for the purposes of this Act, to contract for, sell and convey j 0 
the same or any part thereof to the Commissioners ; and all such 
conveyances as aforesaid shall be valid and effectual in the law to all 
intents and purposes, and shall operate to merge all terms of years 
attendant by express declaration or by construction of law on the 
estate or estates, interest or interests so thereby conveyed or aliened, 1 5 
and to bar and destroy all estates tail, and all other estates, rights, 
titles, remainders, reversions, limitations, trusts and interests whatso- 
ever of and in the same. 



Provisions of 
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And be it Enacted, That all and every of the provisions of an Act 
of the seventh year of his late Majesty King George the iourtl), 20 
intituled, “ An Act for consolidating and amending the Laws re- 
lating to Prisons in Ireland, ' which all'cct or relate to the lodgment, 
payment and application of the purchase-money of the lands purchased 
or taken under the said last-mentioned Act, or to petitions to the 
High Court of Chancery in Ireland, and the orders of the said Court 25 
relative thereto, or to any payments of purchase-money, or to any 
rights and titles of parties interested, shall he held to apply to the lodg- 
ment, payment and application of the purchase-money of lands, tene- 
ments or hereditaments to be purchased or taken for the purposes of this 
Act, and to the rights and titles of parties interested therein : Provided 30 
always, That every act in relation to the matters aforesaid, whereto 
the concurrence or signatures of three of the Commissioners of Works 
in the said Act mentioned are required, shall and may be done by and 
under the hand of any One of the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That in every case in which 35 
the amount of price of any lands, tenements or hereditaments, or 
of any compensation, shall be paid into the Bank of Ireland, in 
the name and with the privity of the Accountant-General of the 
Court of Chancery, to be placed to his account, to the credit of 
the parties interested in the said lands, tenements or hereditaments, 40 
in manner provided by the said Act of the seventh year of the 
reign of King George the Fourth, such payment, and every contract 
and agreement in pursuance whereof it was made, shall be good to 
$11 intents and purposes, and the said Commissioners shall not be 

bound 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




[ 15 ] 



bound to see to the application thereof ; nor shall such contract or 
conveyance be in anywise vitiated by reason of any defect of title of 
the person or corporation so contracting or conveying ; and that in 
everv case in which purchase-money shall be so paid into the Bank Court. 

5 of Ireland, the said Court of Chancery shall have the power of 
ordering the distribution thereof, or payment of the dividends thereof, 
as in the last-mentioned Act is provided for the care of money paid 
into the said Bank in manner aforesaid, to the credit of the parties 
interested in lands taken under the provisions of the said Act. 



oy - 

10 And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the principal Officers Power to con- 

_ . . , , vey Barracks, 

of Her Majesty s Ordnance, or any of them, in whom any lands, with the con- 
tenements or hereditaments, not being parcel of the hereditary pos- Tm^uryf 
sessions of the Crown, shall be vested by virtue of any Act or 
Acts affecting the estates held for the service of the Ordn'anee de- 
15 partment or for the Barrack service, or otherwise by or with the consent 
and authority of the Lords of the Treasury, or any Two of them, to 
grant and convey the same or any part thereof, either with or without 
consideration, to the Commissioners, for the purpose of being used 
or converted into or held with a Workhouse, or any other of the pur- 
20 poses of this Act. 



4U. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Commis- Commission- 
sioners for the time being, when they shall think fit, to sell any famkor herc- 
lands, tenements or hereditaments which may be purchased by or dltament9 ‘ 
become vested in them, by or under the authority of this Act, and 
25 to convey the same as the purchasers shall direct; and the receipt 
of any Two of the Commissioners, or of any person to whom the 
purchase-money shall be paid by their direction, shall be sufficient 
discharge for such purchase-money; and such purchase-money shall 
he applied by the Commissioners in the purchase of other lands, 
go tenements or hereditaments, to be held upon the like trusts with the 
hereditaments from the sale of which such money shall have arisen, 
or in such manner as the Commissioners shall think advisable for the 
benefit of the Union or Institution for the benefit, or purposes of which 
such hereditaments shall have been holden : Provided always, That 
35 it shall not be lawful for the Commissioners to sell the Workhouse 
of any Union without the consent of the majority of the whole number 
of the Guardians of such Union. 



41. 

And be it Enacted, That when the Commissioners shall have de- Belief in 
dared any Workhouse of any Union to be fit for the reception of 
destitute poor, and not before, it shall be lawful for the Guardians, 
at their discretion, but subject in all cases to the Orders of the Com- 
missioners, to take order for the relieving and setting to work 
in such Workhouse of such persons as the said Guardians shall deem 
238. e 4 
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to be destitute poor and unable to support themselves by their own 
industry, or by other lawful means. 

And be it Enacted, That when the Commissioners shall have 
declared any Workhouse of any Union to be fit for the reception 
of destitute poor, it shall be lawful for them to direct that so much 5 
of the provisions of all general and local Acts made before the 
passing of this Act, in any way relating to the relief of destitute poor 
in Workhouses, Houses of Industry and Foundling Hospitals which 
shall have vested in the said Commissioners under the provisions of 
this Act, or to any presentment in respect of such relief, shall, as 10 
regards such Union, cease and determine. 

And be it Enacted, That the Commissioners shall take order for 
the due performance of religious service in such Workhouses, and 
for appointing fit persons to be Chaplains for that purpose to hold 
their respective offices during the pleasure of the Commissioners ; but 15 
nothing herein contained shall authorize the Commissioners to appoint 
or direct the appointment of any person to be Chaplain in a 
workhouse without the previous approbation in writing of the 
Bishop or other ecclesiastical superior of the person to be appointed, 
nor to appoint or direct the appointment in any Workhouse of more 2 o 
than one fit person being in holy orders and of the Established Church, 
one other fit person being a Protestant Dissenter, and one other fit 
person being a Priest or Clergyman of the Roman Catholic Church, to 
be Chaplain or Chaplains at any one time in any such Workhouse; 
and the Commissioners shall fix, and from time to time regulate the 25 
salary of such Chaplain 01 Chaplains; Provided always, That in the 
case of a Protestant Dissenter, the approbation in writing of Five 
Ministers of the same denomination, and belonging to the Presbytery 
in which such Workhouse shall be situated, may be allowed by the 
Commissioners, instead of the ecclesiastical superior of such person. 30 

And be it Enacted, That no Order of the Commissioners, nor any 
Bye-law, shall oblige any inmate of any Workhouse to attend any reli- 
gious service which may be celebrated in a mode contrary to the 
religious principles of such inmate, nor shall authorize the education of 
any child in such Workhouse in any religious Creed other than that 35 
professed by the parents or surviving parent of such child, and to 
which such parents of parent shall object, or in the case of an orphan, 
to which the godfather or godmother of such orphan shall object : 
Provided also, That it shall be lawful for any regular Minister of the 
religious persuasion of any inmate of such Workhouse at all times in the 40 
day, on the request of such inmate, to visit such W orkhouse for the 
purpose of affording religious assistance to such inmate, and also for 
the purpose of instructing his child or children in the principles of his 
religion. 

And 
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45 - 

And lie il Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Board of wy- 
Guardians of every Union, within One Month after the annual election appointed, 
of Guardians, to appoint a fit person in each Parish or Townland or 
any part thereof respectively included in such Union, to be and be 
5 styled the Warden for such Parish, Townland or part thereof, 
and such Warden shall hold his office for One Year, and may be 
re-appointed thereto, and shall provide for the conveyance to the 
Workhouse of any such destitute poor persons within such Parish, 

Townland or part thereof as the Guardians shall direct, and 
l o shall perfoi m such other duties in relation to the purposes of this Act as 
the Orders of the Commissioners shall prescribe; and shall when 
required by the Guardians attend the meetings of their Board, and 
report to them from time to time the state of the Poor within such 
Parish, Townland or part thereof, and the increase or diminution of 
, 5 mendicancy therein, and such other particulars in relation to the con- 
dition of such Parish, Townland or part thereof as he may think fit, 
or as the Board of Guardians shall require. 

46, 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Commissioners, 
when they shall think fit, upon application from the Guardians ol any 
20 Union, signed by Three-fourths of such Guardians, from time to time, 
by orders under their seal, to direct the Guardians to raise such sums 
as the Commissioners shall think requisite for assisting Emigration, 
such sums not to exceed in any one year One shilling in the pound 
upon the net annual value of the rateable property of such Union ; 

25 and the sums in such orders mentioned shall be raised by the Guardians 
by a rate under this Act, or by a charge on the future rates of such 
Union, so that One-fiflh, at least, of the whole sums so to be raised 
under any such order shall be paid in the first and each subsequent 
year, until the whole shall be discharged; and the sums so raised 
3° shall be applied, under the directions of the Commissioners, in con- 
ducting or assisting, and in defraying the expenses connected with the 
emigration to British Colonies of poor persons recommended at a 
meeting of the Guardians of the Union in which such sums shall 
be raised, of the special object of which meeting not less than 
35 Fourteen days’ notice shall have been previously sent to the Guardians 
resident in such Union. 

And be it Enacted and Declared, That it shall not be lawful for the 
Commissioners or any Guardians, or other persons acting in the exe- 
cution of this Act, to apply, directly or indirectly, any money raised 
40 under the authority of this Act to the relief of destitute poor in any 
other manner than is herein expressly mentioned, or to any purpose 
not expressly provided for in this Act. 
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Liability o£ And be it Declared and Enacted, That for the purposes of this Act 
HMbmdto every husband shall be liable to maintain his wife, and every child 

maintain liis j ,[ le a „ e 0 f Fifteen whether legitimate or illegitimate, which 
own and iiis to , . , , « 

Wife’s Cliil- s jj e ma y have had at the time of her marriage with such husband ; 

ami, &c. an( j every f at he r shall he liable to maintain his child, and every 
widow to maintain her child, and the mother of every bastard 
child to maintain such bastard child, until every such child re- 
spectively shall attain the age of Fifteen years : Provided always, 
and be it Declared, That nothing herein contained shall be taken to 
remove or lessen the obligations to which any husband or parent is by 
law liable in regard to the maintenance of his wife or children 
legitimate or illegitimate respectively, independently of this Act. 

Belief to’wifc And be it Enacted, That all relief given under this Act to a wife or 

fflSKto “a child, shall be considered as given to the pevson declared by this Act to 
HrS3o°r bo liable to maintain such wife or child. 

Parent. 

5°- And be it Enacted, That the cost price of any relief which the said 

Relief may , „ , „ ' . . . 

bo declared to Commissioners shall by any Order declare or direct to be given 

by way of loan, shall be and the same is hereby declared to be a loan 
from the Guardians of the Union in which the same shall be given, 
and shall be recoverable from the person to whom the same shall be 
given, or considered as given, under this Act, by such and the same 
actions and proceedings as money lent. 

And be it Enacted, That where any poor person shall, through 
old age or bodily infirmity or defect be unable to support himself, 
every child of such poor person shall be liable, according to his abi- 
lity, to support or contribute to support such poor person ; and in case 
relief shall be given under this Act to any poor person, whose child 
shall be liable to support him or contribute to his support, it shall 
be lawful for any Two Justices of the Peace of the jurisdiction within 
which such child may dwell, on the application of the Guardians 
of the Union in which such relief shall have been given by their 
order, to direct what sum, not exceeding the cost price of such relief, 
shall be paid by such child to such Guardians, in respect of the relief 
which shall have been so given, and also what weekly or other 
periodical payments shall be made by such child to such Guardians 
in respect of such relief as shall subsequently be given to such 
poor person; and the sum so directed to be paid, and also such 
weekly or other periodical payments, when and as they shall become 
due, shall be recoverable by such Guardians in the same manner as 
any penalties are recoverable under this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That every person being relieved at the expense 
of any Union who shall refuse to be lodged, maintained or set to work 

in 
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in the Workhouse of such Union, or abscond out of such Workhouse, 
while he or his wife, or any child whom he may be liable to maintain 
shall be relieved therein; and every person maintained in a Work- 
house who shall be guilty of drunkenness, insubordination to the 
5 Officers of the Union, or disobedience to the Rules prescribed or 
sanctioned by the Commissioners for the government of such Work- 
house, or of other misbehaviour therein ; and every person who shall 
introduce or attempt to introduce spirituous or fermented liquors 
into any Workhouse, contrary to the Orders of the Commissioners, 

10 shall on conviction thereof before any Justice of the Peace at Petty 
Sessions, in open Court, either by the confession of such offender, or 
by the evidence on oath of One or more credible witness or witnesses, 
be committed to the common Gaol or House of Correction, there to 
be kept to hard labour for any time not exceeding One calendar Month. 

15 And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any J ustice of the Peace, 

upon application by or on behalf of any such Guardians, and upon toopjrdumd 
oath being made before him that any person hath committed, any offence 
as aforesaid, to issue his warrant to apprehend and bring before bun. 
or some other Justice or Justices of the Peace, at Petty Sessions in 
20 open Court, the person so charged, to he dealt with as is directed by 
this Act. 

5 4- 

And be it Enacted, That for the purpose of defraying the expenses J.k t. be 
incurred in the execution of this Act, the Guardians of every Union, 
or where a Board of Guardians shall not be acting, the persons or offi- 
25 cers appointed by the Commissioners in their behalf, shall from time 
to time make and levy such Rates as may be necessary on every 
occupier of rateable hereditaments in, or arising within such 
Union. 

55 - 

And be it Enacted and Declared, That the following hereditaments 
30 shall be rateable hereditaments under this Act ; vis. all lands, buildings rateable 
and opened mines ; all commons and rights of common, and all other 
profits to be had, received or taken out of any land ; all rights of fishery, 
all canals, navigations and rights of navigation, and rights of way 
and other rights or easements over land, and the tolls levied in respect 
35 of such rights and casements, and all other tolls ; Provided always. 

That no mines which have not been opened Seven years before the 
passing of this Act, shall be chargeable until the term of Seven years 
from the time of the opening thereof shall have expired ; and no 
mines hereafter to be opened shall be chargeable until Seven years 
40 after the same shall have been opened, and mines bonAJuk re-opened 
after the same shall have been bmdjide abandoned shall be deemed an 
opening of mines within the meaning of this Act : Provided always, that 
no Church, Chapel or other building exclusively dedicated to religious 
c 2 worship, 
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worship, or exclusively used for the Education of the Poor, nor any 
Burial-ground or Cemetery, nor any Infirmary, Hospital, Charity 
School or other building used exclusively for charitable purposes, nor 
any building, land or hereditament dedicated to or used for public 
purposes, shall be rateable, except where any private profit or use 5 
shall be directly derived therefrom, in which case the person deriving 
such profit or use shall be liable to be rated as an occupier according 
to the annual value of such profit or use. 

And be it Enacted, That every such Rate shall be a poundage rate 
made upon an estimate of the net annual value of the several here- to 
ditaments rated thereunto ; that is to say, of the rent, ac which one 
year with another the same might, in their actual state, be reasonably 
expected to let from year to year, all rates, taxes and public charges, 
if any. except tithes, and the probable average annual cost of the 
repairs, insurance and other expenses, if any, necessary to maintain 15 
the hereditaments in their actual state being paid by the tenant. 

And be it Enacted, That the particulars of every such Rate shall 
be entered in a book, which (in addition to any other particular which 
the Commissioners may require) shall contain an account of every 
particular set forth at the head of the respective columns in the 20 
form given in the Schedule to this Act annexed, and the Guardians 
and other officers whose duty it may be to make the said Rate, or 
such a number of the said Guardians or other officers as are competent 
to the making and levying of the same, shall, before the same is levied, 
sign the Declaration at the foot of the said form ; and the said book 25 
shall, after the signature of the said Declaration, be evidence of the 
truth of every particular so contained therein. 

And be it Enacted, That all existing surveys and valuations shall, 
so far as they may in the opinion of the Commissioners be available 
and sufficient for the purpose, be made use of in estimating the net 30 
annual value of hereditaments liable to be rated under this Act ; and 
where no surveys or valuations exist, or where existing surveys or 
valuations may not in the opinion of the Commissioners be available 
or sufficient for the purpose, the Guardians of any Union shall, when 
and in such manner as the Commissioners shall from time to time 35 
direct, make or cause to he made a survey and valuation of all or 
any such hereditaments in any Townland within the Union, with such 
separate valuations of distinct tenements, parcels or sub-divisions, 
as the Commissioners shall think fit ; and it shall be lawful for the 
Guardians of such Union, under the direction of the Commissioners, 40 
to appoint not less than Five or more than Thirteen Rate-payers or 
Cess-payers within such Union, to be Valuators for the purpose of 
making and completing such survey and valuation or assisting therein. 

And 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




[ 21 3 

And be it Enacted, That whenever it shall be made to appear to the 
Commissioners that a fair and correct valuation and estimate cannot 
otherwise be made, it shall be lawful for the Commissioners, where they 
shall see fit, either to appoint or to direct the Guardians to appoint 
5 a fit professional person or persons to make a survey and valu- 
ation, or to revise and correct any existing survey or valuation; 
and for the purpose of making any such survey, valuation, or revision, 
the said Guardians, or the Valuators or Surveyor by them appointed, 
may at all reasonable times enter every field, garden or other inclosed 
10 land, and all buildings (not being inhabited dwelling-houses) situate 
within such Union. 



59- 
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And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Commissioners Providing for 

. _ . Experse of 

to make provisions for paying the costs ot every suctx survey, survey ami 
and valuation, either by a separate rate or by a charge on the Valuatl0n - 
^ Poor-rates, as they may see fit; and in case of such charge being 
made, not less than One-fifth of the sum charged on the rates, and 
such interest as may from time to time be payable in respect of such 
charge or any part thereof, shall be paid in each succeeding year, till 
the whole is discharged. 

6i. 

20 And be it Enacted, That before the first Rate shall be made in any inspection of 
Union under the provisions of this Act, and also previously to the 
making of any subsequent Rate upon any new valuation, the said 
Guardians shall give such notice as the Commissioners shall direct, 
of the place and period, not to be less than Twenty-one Days, at 
25 and during which the valuation whereon it is proposed that a Rate 
shall be made of the rateable property within the Union may be seen, 
and such valuation shall be shown at such place and during such 
period by such persons as the Guardians shall direct, and every occu- 
pier and owner of rateable property shall be allowed at all times, 

30 between the hours of Ten and Four during such period to inspect 
such valuation. 



62. 

And be it Enacted, That before any Rate shall be levied, the Guar- inspection of 
dians shall, in such form and manner as the Commissioners shall 
direct, publish a notice of the same having been made ; and thenceforth 
35 it shall be lawful for any person or persons affected thereby, at all 
reasonable times, to take copies thereof or extracts therefrom, without 
paying any thing for the same ; and in case the person or persons 
having the custody of such Rate shall refuse to permit or shall not 
permit such person or persons so affected thereby as aforesaid to 
40 take copies thereof or extracts therefrom, the person or persons so 
refusing or not permitting such copy or extract to be made, shall 
for each and every such offence forfeit and pay any sum not exceed- 
-238. c 3 ing 
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ing Ten Shillings, to be recovered as penalties and forfeitures are 
recoverable under this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That every Rate made under the authority 
of this Act shall be paid to the person authorized to collect the 
same, by the person in the actual occupation of the rateable pro- 5 
perty at the dine of the Rate made ; and on his default then by the 
person subsequently in the occupation of the rateable property from 
whom such Rate shall be demanded. 

And he it Enacted, That every Rate made under the authority of 
this Act on each Townland, shall and may, if the Collector for the 10 
time being authorized to collect the County Cess on such Townland 
shall give security to the satisfaction of the Commissioners, and shall 
accept such salary or allowance as shall be approved by the Com- 
missioners for his trouble in this behalf, be levied by such Collector, 
who shall, so far as relates to the collection of such Rate, be deemed 15 
a paid Officer of the Union within which such Townland shall be 
situated ; and it shall be lawful for the Guardians of any Union to 
issue warrants under their seal to each such Collector, specifying 
the amount of money to be levied for the purposes of this Act on 
each Townland respectively within the collection of such Collector, 20 
and the portion thereof to be paid by each occupier of rateable 
hereditaments or other person liable to pay the same ; and the Col- 
lector, on receipt of such warrant, is hereby required and authoiized 
to levy the money therein mentioned according thereto, and such 
money shall and may be collected and levied, sued for and re- 25 
covered, by such and the same ways and means as the grand jury 
cess or the money applotted on the several persons liable to pay the 
same may be collected and levied ; but if such Collector shall not 
give such security or accept such salary or allowance, such rate shall 
and may be levied by any other officer of the Union who shall be 30 
thereunto appointed and authorized by the warrant of such guardians ; 
and every such officer so appointed and authorized shall have such ancl 
the same powers in all respects for the collection and levy of the money 
mentioned in the warrant of the said guardians as are hereinbefore given 
to the Collector for the time being authorized to collect County Cess. 35 

And be it Enacted, That where the person occupying such property 
shall be liable to pay a rent in respect of the same, he m&y deduct 
from such rent, for each pound of the rent which be shall be liable so 
to pay, One-lmlf of the sum which he shall have paid as rate in respect 
of each pound of the net annual value (whether such rent shall be 4 ° 
grater or less than such net annual value), and so in proportion for 
any less sum than a pound. 

And 
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And be it Enacted, That where any person receiving rent, in wi 
respect of any rateable property, shall also pay a rent in respect i„ 
of the same, he shall he entitled to deduct from the rent so pa.d by 
him a sum bearing such a proportion to the amount of Rate deducted 
3 from the rent received by him as the rent paid by him bears to the 
rent received by him. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That every person immediately g 
liable to pay tithe, may deduct therefrom for every pound m value of to 
such tithe, the entire poundage of every rate made under this Act upon 
,o the hereditaments out of which such tithe may arise. 

Provided also, and be it Enacted, That where the person occu- £ 
pving any rateable property, or any other person paying rent m respect 
Leof, shall be liable to pay a rent not less than the annual value 
thereof and not exceeding Five Pounds, in every such case the person 
„ liable to pay such rent shall be entitled to deduct therefrom the whole 
of the rate paid by him or deducted from his rent, as the case may be: 

Provided also, and be it Enacted, That any covenant or agreement * 
whereby any person liable to pay rent, and entitled under the provi- «; 
sions of this Act to deduct therefrom any rate or portion of rate shal 
so have covenanted or agreed or shall hereafter covenant or agree to forego 
such deduction, shall, so far as such rate is concerned, be of no effect. 

And be it Enacted, That in ease the rate in respect of any rateable J 
property shall not have been fully paid within Two calendar Months 
after the rate made, it shall be lawful for the Guardians of the Union 
2, within which such rateable property shall be situate, or any person 
authorized to collect rate therein, to levy and raise sncl. rate or the 
part thereof remaining unpaid, together with all costs incurred by 
any neglect or refusal to pay the same, by such distress on the rateable 
property, and such sale and disposition of the distresses taken thereon 
30 as are by law provided for the recovery of rent reserved on leases of 
land for years, or to sue for such rate and costs by crnl bill m the name 
of such Guardians before the Assistant Barrister having jurisdiction to 
hear and determine causes by civil bill in the county, place or district 
where the person liable to pay the same resides : Provided always, That 
35 in case the person occupying such property and paying such rate and 
costs, or any part thereof, shall not be the person pnman y liable to 
pay the rate, or the immediate or any superior landlord of the peison 
primarily liable, it shall be lawful for him to deduct and retain the 
. whole of the rate and such costs so paid by lnm from any rent paid 
40 by him ; and the person from whose rent sncl. rate and costs shall be 
so deducted shall be entitled to make from any rent paid by him such 
deduction as he would have been entitled to make m case the ra e 
had been duly paid by the person primarily liable to pay the 
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Receipts for ^\ n d be it Enacted, That in all cases the receipt for Poor Rate, 
takerf in°pay- in respect of any property, shall be accepted by every person entitled 
went of Rent. ^ receive rent i n respect of the same property or tithe arising there- 
from, in lieu of such a sum of money, and in full consideration of 
such portion of rent or tithe, as the person tendering such receipt is - 
hereby entitled to deduct from such rent or tithe, by reason of his 
payment of the rate for which such receipt shall be given : Provided 
always, That no deduction on account of any payment of Rate under 
this Act shall be held to be a discharge of any portion of any gale, or 
quarterly or other payment of rent due from the person entitled to i 0 
make such deduction, so as to prejudice the right of any landlord 
to recover the possession of any hereditaments by ejectment for the 
non-payment of the rent thereof, in any case where the remaining 
portion of such gale shall be unpaid ; but that it shall and may be 
lawful for such landlord to proceed for the recovery of such heredita- 
merits by ejectment, as effectually as if the entire gale or quarterly or 
other payment of rent, out of which such deduction is hereby allowed, 
had remained wholly due and unpaid : Provided also, That no deduc- 
tion shall be made from any rent-charge granted by way of jointure, 
or any other rent-charge or annuity granted, limited or devised for a 20 
life or lives in being only, or for years determinable on a life or lives in 
being. 



Definition of And be it Declared and Enacted, That every Occupier paying 
Rnte-payer. vatej an( ] no t entitled to deduct the whole thereof from the rent 

paid by him, and every person receiving in respect of any rateable 25 
property rent from which any deduction shall be made on account of 
rate, in case such rent shall exceed all rent paid by him in respect of 
the same property by any sum exceeding Five Pounds, and every 
owner of Tithe exceeding the net annual value of Five Pounds shall 
be deemed a Rate-payer for the purposes of this Act, and every 30 
person entitled to receive Tithe from the persons primarily liable to 
pay or render the same, shall exclusively be deemed a Tithe, owner for 
the purposes of this Act. 



Constituency And be it Enacted, That at every election of Guardians in a Union 
Guardians 6 where a Rale shall have been made under this Act, every Rate-payer 35 

Rate-payers. who, un ^ er the last of such R ates, shall have paid or contributed or 
be liable to pay or contribute Rate (whether in one or in more than 
one sum or charge) in respect of property in such Union, shall have 
a vote or votes, according to the scale hereinafter mentioned; the 
number of votes in the case of an occupier to be computed and allowed 
in respect of the net annual value of the property occupied by him ; 
and in the case of a person receiving rent and contributing rate in 
respect thereof, to be computed and allowed according to the net 
amount of the rent received by him, after deducting therefrom all 

rent 
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rent which he may be liable to pay, and in respect of which he may 
be entitled to deduct from the rate contributed, and in the case of 
the Tithe owners, to be computed and allowed according to the net 
annual value of his Tithe. 

Where such property so occupied, or the net amount of such rent, 
or the net annual value of such Tithe, as the case may be, 



Shall exceed 51 . and not amount to 50 /. 
Shall amount to 50 /. and not to 100 /. 

to 100/. and not to 150 /. 
to 150 /. and not to 200/. 
to 200/. and upwards 



One Vote. 
Two Votes. 
Three Votes. 
Four Votes. 
Five Votes. 



And in every case where the occupier paying Rate shall not be 
entitled to deduct any part thereof from any rent paid by him, he shall 
have double the number of Votes above mentioned. 



15 And where the net annual value of the rateable property shall 
exceed the rent paid by the occupier, he shall in addition to his votes 
as occupier have the same number of votes as if such excess of net 
annual value were rent received and retained by him without deduc- 
tions. 

20 And for the purpose of ascertaining the number of Votes to which a 
Rate-payer shall be entitled, the aggregate amount of the valuation 
under this Aot for the time being of the property, in respect of which 
he claims to vote, shall be taken to be the annual value. 

74. 

And be it Enacted, That in case Two or more Rate-payers shall be Joint itatc- 
25 jointly liable to pay or contribute to Rate, each of them shall be entitled to vote.* 10 * 
to vote according to the proportion and amount which shall be borne 
by him, and where one only of the persons jointly liable shall claim 
to vote, he shall be entitled to vote in respect of the whole of the pro- 
perty, in respect of which such Rate-payers may be jointly liable. 



7 j» 

30 And be it Enacted, That in all elections of Guardians, the Votes shall At Elections ■ 
he given or taken in writing, and collected and returned in such manner votaSftT 
as the Commissioners shall direct, and the majority of the Votes which " 
shall be actually collected and returned in each electoral district 
shall, in every such case, be binding on such district, and the Union 
35 containing the same. 



76. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any Rale-payer, from Votes may be- 
time to time, by writing under his hand, to appoint any person to vote 
as his proxy, in respect of any property not in the actual occupation 
of such Rate-payer; and every such appointment shall remain in force 
238. d [until 
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until revoked ; but no Rate-payer shall be entitled to vote, either in 
person or proxy, in respect of any property not in his actual occupa- 
tion, or to give any vote in addition to the vote or votes to which he 
would be entitled as an occupier paying rent equal to the net annual 
value of the property in his actual occupation, unless he or his proxy 5 
shall, One Week at the least previous to the day on which he shall 
claim to vote, have given a statement in writing of his name and 
address, and the description of the property in respect of which he 
claims to vote, and of his interest therein ; and if such proxy shall 
claim to vole, the original or an attested copy of the writing ap- 10 
pointing such proxy to the Guardians, or some person acting as 
the Returning Officer at such election ; and the said Guardians or 
the person acting as Returning Officer, shall enter on the Rate Books 
of the Union, or in some other Book to be from time to time pro- 
vided for that purpose, the names and addresses of the Rate-payers 15 
and proxies who shall send such statements, and the net annual value 
of the property in respect whereof they respectively claim to vote. 

And be it Enacted, That no occupier paying rent to any landlord 
shall be entitled to vote, under the provisions of this Act, unless he 
shall have paid all the Poor-rates previously made and assessed upon 20 
him, except such as shall have been made or become due within the 
Six calendar Months immediately preceding such voting. 

And be it Enacted, That in cases of property belonging to or occupied 
by any Corporation aggregate, or any Joint Stock Company, no mem- 
ber of such Corporation, or Proprietor of or interested in such Joint 25 
Stock Company shall be entitled to vote in respect thereof, but any 
Officer of such Corporation or Joint Stock Company, whose name 
shall be entered by the direction of the Governing Body of such Cor- 
poration or Company in the Books of the Union, in the manner 
hereinbefore directed with respect to Rate-payers claiming to vote 3 ° 
in respect of property not in their actual occupation, shall be entitled 
to vote in respect of such property, in the same manner as if he 
were a Rate-payer thereof. 

And be' it Enacted, That at every Election of Guardians for any 
Union where a Rate shall not have been made under this Act, every ^ 
person liable to pay the County Cess for property within such Union, 
and every Landlord entitled to receive Rent in respect of such pro- 
perty, shall have the same vote or number of votes respectively as if 
the same had been property rated under the provisions of this Act; 
and in such case, for the purpose of ascertaining the right to a vote 40 
or votes at such Election, every shilling of the County Cess levied on 
such property within the year ended the Thirty-first day of December 
next previous to such Election shall be calculated as One Pound net 
annual value. 

And 
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ou. 

And be it Enacted, That at any election of Guardians under this Power to 
Act, the Commissioners may appoint a Returning Officer, with such turnSgOffi- 
Assistants as they may deem necessary, and prescribe the duties which cer ‘ 
he shall perform in such election ; and such Returning Officer shall, 

5 according to the best of his judgment and ability, make a true return in 
writing to the Commissioners of the persons who shall be elected 
Guardians ; and every person who shall be returned by such Officer 
shall be deemed to be legally elected. 

81. 

And be it Enacted, That whenever it is made lawful under the provi- Borrowing 
10 sions of this Act to charge or secure money on the rates of any Union, Lorn Com-** 
place or district, it shall be lawful for the Guardians of such Union, missioned, 
with the consent -of the Commissioners, to be testified under their 
seal, or for the Commissioners, when there may be no Guardians 
elected, or other persons appointed or authorized to act as Guardians 
15 for such Union, place or district, to borrow and obtain such money 
from any person willing to advance the same, on the security of 
such rates on the terms hereinafter mentioned, or to make appli- 
cation for an advance of any sum necessary for any such purposes 
to the Commissioners appointed under an Act passed in the fifty- 
20 seventh year of the reign of his Majesty King Geokge the Third, 
intituled, “An Act to authorize the Issue of Exchequer Bills and 
the advance of Money out of the Consolidated Fund to a limited 
Amount, for the carrying on of Public Works and Fisheries in the 
United Kingdom, and Employment of the Poor in Great Britain 
2$ in manner therein mentioned,” and of any Act or Acts passed for 
amending or continuing the same, and the said Exchequer Bill Loan 
Commissioners are hereby empowered to make such advances upon 
any such application as aforesaid, upon the security of the rates for 
the relief of the poor, or special rates under this Act to be made in 
go such Union, place or district, and without requiring any further or 
other security than a charge on such rates : Provided always, That 
no such advance of money shall be made by the Exchequer Bill Loan 
Commissioners for the purposes of building any Workhouse, unless 
with the consent ofthe Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

35 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That all Money to be borrowed g 2 
under the provisions of this Act shall be secured by a charge on the Money bor- 
Rates hereby authorized under the seal of the Guardians or other per- Scared by C 
sons authorized to act as Guardians, or under the seal of the Com- ^ t ^ s e °" tho _ 
missioners, as the case shall require, ancl shall carry interest after such rizedbytbis 
40 rate as may in such charge be mentioned ; and in the case of money 
borrowed for the purchase of land or any interest therein, for building 
or enlarging a workhouse or furnishing and fitting up the same, or pro- 
viding utensils, instruments or machinery for setting the poor to work, 
the principal money shall be repaid by annual instalments of not less 
than one-twentieth of the sum borrowed ; the first of such instalments 

238. d 2 t0 
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to be paid at or before the expiration of one year after the time of the 
advance of such money, if at the time of such advance any Workhouse 
in the Union shall have been declared by the Commissioners fit for the 
reception of destitute poor ; and if no Workhouse in the Union shall 
have been so declared fit, then at or before the expiration of one year 5 
after the time when some Workhouse shall have been so declared fit; 
and in every case not otherwise provided for by this Act, such principal 
money shall be repaid by such instalments as in the charges by which 
the same shall be secured shall, with the consent of the Commis- 
sioners, be specified in that behalf: Provided always, That where any 10 
money shall be advanced by the said Exchequer Bill Loan Commis- 
sioners, upon application as aforesaid, for the purchase of land or any 
interest therein, or for building or enlarging a workhouse, or for any or 
all of such purposes, such money shall not carry interest until, according 
to the terms of the charge by which such money shall be secured, one- 15 
half of the money so advanced ought tp have been repaid, and thence- 
forth so much only as shall from time to time remain unpaid shall 
carry interest. 

And be it Enacted, That every person entitled to Money secured by 
charges on the Rates by this Act authorized, may from time to time 20 
assign his right and interest therein to any other person, upon giving 
notice in writing of such assignment to the Guardians of the Union, 
the Rates of which or of any place or district within which may be 
thereby charged ; and after such assignment and notice, such assignee, 
his executors, administrators and assigns, shall be entitled to the full 25 
benefit of such charge, and to recover and receive the money thereby 
secured ; and it shall not be in the power of the person who shall have 
made such assignment to release or discharge the charge assigned or 
the money secured thereby. 

And be it Enacted, That the Commissioners may direct the Board 30 
of Guardians of so many Unions as they may think fit to join in making 
any contract, and that any contract which shall be entered into 
by or on behalf of any Union for or relating to the maintenance, 
clothing, lodging, employment or relief of the destitute poor, or 
for any other purpose relating to or connected with the general 35 
management of the destitute poor or the execution of this Act, which 
shall not be made and entered into in conformity with the Orders of the 
Commissioners, or otherwise sanctioned by them, shall be voidable, 
and if the said Commissioners shall so direct, shall be null and void, 
and all payments made under or in pursuance of any contract not 
made and entered into in conformity with such Orders at any period 
after the Commissioners shall have declared the same to be null and 
void as aforesaid shall be disallowed in passing the accounts of the 
Guardians or other officers by whom such payments shall have been 
made ; and it shall be lawful for the Commissioners to direct the 

Guardians 
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Guardians of any Union to take or institute any proceedings, civil or 
criminal, as the Commissioners may think fit, against any Contractor 
who shall have violated the terms of any such contract, or who shall 
have been guilty of any fraud in relation thereto, and the expenses of 
5 such proceedings shall be paid out of the rates levied under the 
authority of this Act in the Union or Unions interested in such 
contract. 

85- 

And be it Enacted, That no Guardian, paid Officer, Warden or other gmrftaa ^ 
person in whose hands the collection of the rates for the relief of the 
destitute Poor, or the providing for, ordering, management, control or whilst in’ 

1 direction of the destitute Poor of any Union shall or may be placed, shall, ° a “ c - 
either in his own name, or in. the name of any other person, provide, 
furnish or supply, for his own profit, any materials, goods or 
provisions for the use of any Workhouse in any Union for which 
15 he or they shall be appointed, or act as such, during the time for which 
he or they shall retain such appointment, nor shall be concerned 
directly or indirectly in furnishing or supplying the same, or in any 
contract relating thereto, under pain of forfeiting the sum of One 
hundred Pounds, with full costs of suit, to any person who shall sue 
.20 for the same, by action of debt or on the case, in any of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Courts of Record at Dublin. 



And be it Enacted, That every Guardian, Treasurer or other person, office™ to 
having the collection, receipt or application of any monies assessed for 
the relief of the destitute Poor in any Union, or holding or accountable 
25 for any balance or sum of money, or any books, deeds, papers, goods, 
or chattels relating to the relief of the destitute poor within any Union, 
or the collection or application of Poor Rate or for the funds, property, 
rents, profits or income of any House of Industry, or other Institution 
which shall be liable to become vested in the Commissioners under this 
30 Act, shall, as often as the Orders of the Commissioners shall direct, make 
andrender to the Auditors who may audit accounts under the provision 
hereinafter contained, a full and distinct account in writing, in such form 
as the Commissioners shall direct, of all monies, matters and things 
committed to their charge, or received, held or expended by them 
35 on behalf of any such Union, House of Industry, or other 
Institution, and if thereunto required by such Auditors, shall verify 
on oath (which oath every such Auditor is hereby authorized to 
administer) the truth of all such accounts and statements from time 
to time respectively, or subscribe a declaration to the truth thereof in 
, 4 0 manner and under the penalties in this Act provided for parties 
giving evidence or refusing to give evidence under the provisions of 
this Act ; and all payments, charges and allowances made by any 
Guardian or other person, and charged upon the Rates for the relief 
of the destitute Poor, contrary to the provisions of this Act, or at contrary to 
variance with any Order of the Commissioners made under the 
238. D 3 authorit - Y 
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authority of this Act. are hereby declared to be illegal and shall be 
disallowed accordingly, and all balances due from any Guardian 
Treasurer or other person having the control of the Poor Rate or 
accountable for such balances, may be recovered in the same manner 
as penalties and forfeitures are recoverable under this Act : Provided 5 
nevertheless, That no such proceeding shall exonerate or discharge 
the liability of the surety of any such Treasurer, Guardian or other 
person as aforesaid : Provided also, That no allowance or disallowance 
by any Auditor, shall exonerate or discharge such Guardian or other 
person liable to account from any penalty or legal proceeding to which 10 
he may have rendered himself liable, by having acted contrary to the 
Orders of the Commissioners, or to the provisions of this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Commissioners to 
appoint Auditors to audit the accounts of all persons liable to account 
under this Act, and to invest such Auditors with such of the powers 15 
and authorities which the Commissioners are hereinbefore authorized 
to delegate to the Assistant Commissioners as they shall think fit 
and such appointments, powers and authorities respectively from time 
to time to revoke and vary ; and such Auditors shall examine into the 
matter of every such account, and shall disallow and strike out of 20 
every such account, all such charges and payments as they shall deem 
to be illegal or unfounded, and shall reduce such as they shall deem 
to be exorbitant, and shall insert in every such account such charges 
against the person accounting as they shall deem such person liable 
to, specifying upon or at the foot of such account every such charge 2 5 
or payment, and its amount, so far as they shall disallow, reduce or 
insert the same, and the cause for which the same is disallowed, re- 
duced or inserted. 

And be it further Enacted, That no advertisement inserted by or under 
the direction of the Commissioners in the London or Dublin Gazette 3 ® 
or any newspaper for the purpose of carrying into effect any provisions 
of this Act, nor any charge, mortgage, bond or instrument given by way of 
security, in pursuance of the Orders of the Commissioners, and con- 
formable thereto, nor any transfer thereof, nor any contract or agree- 
ment made or entered into in pursuance ot such Orders and conform- 35 
able thereto, nor any conveyance, demise or assignment respectively, to 
or by the Commissioners, nor any receipt for Rate, nor any other instru- 
ment made in pursuance of this Act, nor the appointment of any paid 
Officer engaged in the administration of the laws for the relief of the 
Poor, or in the management or collection of the Poor Rate, shall be 4 ° 
charged or chargeable with any Stamp Duty whatever. 

And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners or Commissioner 
shall and may receive, and send by the General Post, from and 

to 
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to places within the United Kingdom, all Letters and Packets relating stone™ to go 
solely and exclusively to the execution of this Act, free from the „g„ 0 if S ct 
duty of postage, provided that such Letters and Packets as shall 
be so sent be directed to the Poor Law Commissioners; and 
5 that all such Letters and Packets as shall be sent by the said 
Commissioners shall be in covers, with the words “ Office of 
Poor Law Commissioners,” printed on the same, and be signed on 
the outside thereof, under such words, with the name of any one 
of such persons, not exceeding Three, as the said Commissioners, 
with the consent of the Commissioners of the Treasury, or any 
Two or more of them, shall authorize and appoint in his own 
handwriting (such name to be from time to time transmitted to the 
Secretaries of the General Post Office in London and Dublin), and 
be sealed with tile seal of the said Commissioners, and under such 
jr other regulations and restrictions as the said Commissioners of 
5 the Treasury, or any Two or more of them, shall think proper and 
direct ; and every person so to be authorized is hereby strictly for- 
bidden so to subscribe or seal aDy letter or packet whatever, except 
such only concerning which he shall receive the special direction of his 
20 superior officer, or which he shall himself know to relate solely and 

exclusively to the execution of this Act ; and if any person so to be Lettcrs gent 
authorized, or any other person, shall send, or cause or permit to be not lv i n i; n g 
sent, under any such cover, any letter, paper or writing, or any 
enclosure, other than what shall relate to the execution of this Act, tlw Act, tote 
25 every person so offending shall forfeit and pay the sum of One hundred to rost-offlra 
Pounds, and be dismissed from his office, one moiety of the said ll ' : ‘ ' 

penalty to the use of Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors, and the 
other moiety to the use of the person who shall inform or sue for 
the same, to be sued for and recovered in any of Her Majesty’s Courts 
30 of Record at Westminster for offences committed in England, and 
in any of Her Majesty’s Courts of Record in Dublin for offences 
committed in Ireland, and before tile Sheriff or Stewartry Court of the 
Shire or Stewartry within which the party offending shall reside, or 
the offence shall be committed, for offences committed in Scotland ; 

35 and if any letter, paper or writing, or other enclosure, shall be sent 
under cover to the said Commissioners, the same not relating solely 
and exclusively to the execution of this Act, they are hereby strictly 
required and enjoined to transmit the same forthwith to the Secretary 
of the Post Office in London, with the covers under which the same 
40 shall be sent, in order that the contents thereof may be charged with 
the full rates of postage. 



And be it Enacted, That the delivery of any Summons authorized 
to be issued by any Commissioner, Assistant Commissioner or Justice 
of the Peace under this Act, to any party to whom such summons shall 
be directed, or, at his place of abode, to his wite, or to.any child or 
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servant of such party, being of the age of Sixteen years or upwards 
shall in all cases be deemed good and sufficient service of such sum- 
mons. 

And be it Enacted, That in all cases in which any penalty or for- 
feiture is recoverable before Justices of the Peace under this Act, 5 
it shall and may be lawful for any Commissioner, or Assistant Commis- 
sioner, or any Justice to whom complaint in writing shall be made of 
any such offence, to summon the party complained against to appear 
before any Two Justices, and on such summons the said Two Justices 
may hear and determine the matter of such complaint, and on proof of 10 
the offence, convict the offender, and adjudge him to pay the penalty or 
forfeiture incurred,, and proceed to recover the same. 

And be it Enacted, That in case any Warden, Master of a Workhouse 
or other Officer of any Union shall wilfully disobey the legal and reason- 
able orders of Guardians in carrying the Orders of the Commissioners 15. 
or Assistant Commissioners, or the provisions of this Act, into exe- 
cution, every such offender shall, upon conviction before any Two 
Justices, forfeit and pay for every such offence any sum not exceeding 
Five Pounds. 

And be it Enacted, That if any Master of a Workhouse or other 20. 
paid Officer, or any other person employed by or under the authority 
of the said Guardians, shall purloin, embezzle or wilfully waste or mis- 
apply any of the monies, goods or chattels belonging to any Union, 
every such offender shall, besides and in addition to such pains and 
penalties as such person so offending shall independently of this Act 25. 
be liable to, upon conviction before any Two Justices, forfeit and pay 
for every such offence any sum not exceeding Twenty Pounds, and also 
Treble the amount or value of such money, goods or chattels so pur- 
loined, embezzled, wasted or misapplied, and every person so convicted 
shall be for ever thereafter incapable of serving any office relating to the 30 
relief of the destitute poor. 

And be it Enacted, That in case any person shall wilfully 
neglect or disobey any of the Orders of the Commissioners or 
Assistant Commissioners, purporting to be sealed or stamped with 
their seal of office, such person shall, upon conviction before any 35 
Two Justices, forfeit and pay for the first offence any sum not 
exceeding Five Pounds, for the second offence any sum not exceeding 
Twenty Pounds, nor less than Five Pounds ; and, in the event of 
such person being convicted a third time, such third and every 
subsequent offence shall be deemed a Misdemeanor, and such 40. 
offender shall be liable to be indicted for the same offence, and 
shall on conviction pay such fine, not being less than Twenty Pounds, 
and suffer such imprisonment, with or without hard labour, as may 

be 
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be awarded against him by the Court by or before which he shall be 
tried and convicted. 

And be it Enacted, That all penalties and forfeitures by this Act Forfe?toes, 
inflicted or authorized to be imposed for any offence against the same £? sts and 

- . . . c ’ Charges may 

.5 shall, upon prool and conviction of the offences respectively, before any be levied by 
Two Justices, either by the confession of the party offending, or by the a 3 & C88and 
oath of any credible witness or witnesses (which oath such Justices are 
in every case hereby fully authorized to administer), or upon order 
made as aforesaid, be levied, together with the costs attending the 
10 information, summons and conviction, by distress and sale of the 
goods and chattels of the offender, or person liable or ordered to pay 
the same respectively, by warrant under the hands of the Justices 
before whom the party may have been convicted, or, on proof of 
such conviction, by a warrant under the hands of any Two Justices 
! 5 (which warrant such Justices arc hereby empowered and required to 
grant), and the overplus (if any) after such penalties and forfeitures, 
and the charges of such distress and sale are deducted, shall be re- 
turned, upon demand, unto the owner or owners of such goods and 
chattels ; and in case such fines, penalties and forfeitures shall not 
20 be forthwith paid upon conviction, then it shall be lawful for such 
Justices as aforesaid to order the offender or offenders so convicted 
to be detained and kept in safe custody, until return can be con- 
veniently made to such warrant of distress, unless the offender or 
offenders shall give sufficient security to the satisfaction of such 
25 Justices as aforesaid for his or their appearance before such Justices 
on such day or days as shall be appointed for the return of such war- 
rant of distress, such day or days not being more than Seven Days 
from the time of taking any such security, and which security the said 
Justices as aforesaid are hereby empowered to take, by way of recog- 
30 nizance or otherwise ; but if upon the return of such warrant, it shall 
appear that no sufficient distress can be had thereupon, then it shall be 
lawful for any such Justices as aforesaid, as the case may be, and they 
are hereby authorized and required, by warrant or warrants under 
their hands, to cause such offender or offenders to be committed to the 
35 common Gaol or House of Correction of the county where the 
offender shall be or reside, there to remain without bail or mainprize 
for any term not exceeding Three calendar Months, unless such 
penalties and forfeitures, and all reasonable charges attending the same, 

shall be sooner paid and satisfied : and the penalties and forfeitures, 

, , 7 in what man- 

40 wnen so levied, shall be paid to or for the use of the Union where ner to be ap- 

such offence shall have been committed, to be applied in aid of the ph ° d ' 

Poor Rate of such Union, and if such offence shall not be committed 
within any Union, shall be paid to the Treasurer of the county in 
which such offence shall have been committed, in aid of the County 
Cess. 

238. e And 
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And be it Enacted, That no Rate-payer or inhabitant of any 
Union, or payer of County Cess, shall be deemed an incompetent wit- 
ness in any proceeding for the recovery of any penalty or forfeiture 
inflicted or imposed for any offence against this Act, notwithstanding 
such penalty or forfeiture, when recovered, shall be applicable as 5 
aforesaid . 

And be it Enacted, That where any distress shall be made for any 
sum of money to be levied by virtue of this Act, the distress itself shall 
not be deemed unlawful, nor the party making the same be deemed 
a trespasser on account of any default or want of form in any pro- 10 
ceedings relating thereto, nor shall the party distraining be deemed a 
trespasser ab initio on account of any irregularity which shall after- 
wards happen in making the distress, but the person aggrieved by such 
irregularity may recover full satisfaction for the special damage in an 
action on the case : Provided always, That no Plaintiff shall recover in 15 
any action for irregularity, trespass or wrongful proceedings, if tender 
of sufficient amends shall be made by or on behalf of the party who 
shall have committed or caused to be committed any such irregularity, 
trespass, or wrongful proceedings before such Action shall have been 
brought, and in case no such tender shall have been made, it shall and 2 o 
may be lawful for the Defendant in any such Action, by leave of the 
Court where such Action shall depend, at any lime before issue joined, 
to pay into Court such sum of money as he shall see fit, whereupon 
such proceedings or orders and judgment shall he had, made and given 
in and by such Court as in other Actions, where the Defendant is 25 
allowed to pay money into Court. 

And be it Enacted, That if any person or persons shall find him- 
self or themselves aggrieved by any order or conviction ol any Justice 
or Justices (except where such Justice shall he an Assistant Barrister) 
where such person or persons shall be convicted in any penalty or 30 
penalties exceeding Five Pounds, it shall be lawful for such person or 
persons to appeal to any Sessions of the Peace, to be held by or before 
the Assistant Barrister in and for the county in which such order shall 
have been made, or conviction taken place within Four calendar 
Months next after the cause of complaint shall have arisen, or if such 35 
Sessions shall be held before the expiration of One calendar Month 
next after such cause of complaint, then such appeal shall be made 
to the next following Sessions. 

And be it Enacted, That the Assistant Barrister before whom any 
appeal shall be brought is hereby empowered to hear and finally deter- 4 ° 
mine the matter of such appeal, and to make such order therein as to 
him shall seem, meet, which order shall be final and conclusive upon 
all parties. 

And 
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io °. 

And be it Enacted, That the person or persons so appealing shall Fourteen 
K ive or cause to be given at least Fourteen Days’ notice in writing ^tingtobe” 
of his or their intention of appealing as aforesaid, and of the matter S ,ve n >« c - 
or cause thereof, to the Respondent or Respondents ; and the Assistant 
5 Barrister to whom such appeal shall be made shall not examine or 
inquire into any other cause or ground of appeal than such as is stated 
and specified in the notice of appeal. 

101 . 

And be it Enacted, That within Five Days after notice given of Recognizance 

• to lie entered 

appeal, the person or persons appealing shall enter into a recognizance int0> 

10 before some Justice of the Peace, with sufficient securities conditioned 
to try such appeal at the then next Sessions of the Peace to be held by 
or before the Assistant Barrister as aforesaid, and to abide the order 
of and pay such costs as shall be awarded by such Assistant Barrister. 

And be it Enacted, That such Assistant Barrister, upon hearing and 
, 5 finally determining the matter of any appeal, shall and may, according 
to his discretion, award such costs to the party appealing or appealed 
against as he shall think proper, and his determination in or con- 
cerning the premises shall be conclusive and binding on all parties to 
all intents and purposes whatsoever. 

20 And be it Enacted, That no Action or Suit shall be commenced 
against any Commissioner, Assistant Commissioner or any other person 
for anything done in pursuance of or under the authority of this Act, 
until Twenty-one Days’ notice has been given thereof in writing to 
the party or person against whom such Action is intended to be brought, 

25 nor after sufficient satisfaction or tender thereof shall have been made 
to the party aggrieved, nor after Three calendar Months next after the 
act committed for which such Action or Suit shall be so brought ; 
and every such Action shall be brought, laid and tried where the 
cause of action shall have arisen, and not in any other county or 
30 place; and the Defendant in such Action or Suit may plead the 

General Issue, and give this Act and any special matter in evidence Defendant 

7 , , , 1 -c 1 • may plead tlie 

at any trial which shall be had thereupon ; and it uip matter or tiling General Issue, 
shall appear to have been done under or by virtue of this Act, or if it 
shall appear that such Action or Suit was brought before lwenty-one 
35 Days’ notice thereof, given as aforesaid, or that sufficient satisfaction 
was made or tendered as aforesaid ; or if any Action or Suit shall not 
be commenced within the time before limited, or shall be laid in any 
other county than as aforesaid, then the Jury shall find a verdict for 
the Defendant therein, and if a verdict shall be found for such De- 
40 fendant, or if the Plaintiff in such Action or Suit shall become nonsuit 
or suffer a discontinuance of such Action, or if upon any demurrer in 
such Action judgment shall be given for the Defendant therein, then 
and in any of the cases aforesaid, such Defendant shall have Costs, Coats, 
charges and expenses as between attorney and client, and shall have 
238. v > ?«ch 



102. 

Cents may bo 
awarded. 



103. 

Limitation ot 
Actions. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




104 - 

Orders, &c. to 
he removable 
by Certiorari 
to Court of 
Queen’s 
Bench, and to 
continue in 
force until de- 
clared illegal. 



105 . 

Notice to be 
given to Com- 
missioners of 
.Application 
for Writ of 
Certiorari, 
&c. 



Commission- 
ers may show 
cause. 



io6.. 

Recogni- 
zances to be 
entered into. 



In what cases 
Commis- 
sioners to be 
entitled to 
Costs. 



[ 36 ] 

such remedy for recovering the same as any Defendant may have for 
his or her costs in any other case by law. 

And be it Enacted, That no Order of the Commissioners or Assistant 
Commissioners or Guardians or any of them, made under the powers 
of this Act, or Rate made under this Act shall be removed or removable 5 
by writ of Certiorari into any Court of Record, except Her Majesty’s Court 
of Queen’s Bench at Dublin-, and that every Order or Rate which shall 
be removed by writ of Certiorari into the said Court of Queen's Bench, 
or the legality of which shall be called in question in any other legal 
proceedings, shall nevertheless, until the same shall he declared illegal i 0 
by that Court, continue in full force and virtue, and be obeyed, per- 
formed and enforced in such and the same manner and by such and 
the same ways and means as if the same had not been so removed, 
or the legality thereof had not been called in question. 

And be it Enacted, That no application shall be made for any writ 15 
of Certiorari, for the removal of any such Order or Rate, except to the 
Judges when sitting in the said Court, nor unless Notice in writing shall 
have been left at the Office of the Commissioners in London or Dublin 
at least Ten Days previous to such application being made, and in 
which Notice shall be set forth the name and description of the party 20 
by or on behalf of whom, and the clay on which it is intended to 
make such application, together with a statement of the grounds 
thereof, and thereupon it shall be lawful for the Commissioners 
to show cause iii the first instance against such application, and the 
Court may, if it shall so think fit, forthwith proceed to hear and 25 
determine the same, upon the grounds set forth in such notice. 

And be it Enacted, That the party or parties applying for any Writ of 
Certiorari for the removal of any such Order or Rate, shall, previous 
to such application being heard, enter into a recognizance, with sufficient 
sureties, before one of Pier Majesty’s Justices of the Court of Queen’s 30 
Bench in Dublin , or before a Justice of the Peace of the county or 
place in which such person shall reside, in the .sum of Fifty Pounds, 
with condition to prosecute the same at his or their costs and charges 
with effect, without any wilful or affected delay, and in default thereof, 
or in the event of such writ being refused, or of such Order being 35 
deemed legal, to pay the Commissioners their full costs, charges and 
expenses, to be taxed according to the course of the said Court of 
Queen s Bench ; and in any such case the Commissioners entitled to 
such Costs within Ten Days after demand made of the person or 
persons who ought to pay the said Costs, upon oatli made of the 40 
making such demand and refusal of payment thereof, may recover the 
same in the same manner as any penalties and forfeitures are recoverable 
under this Act. 

And 
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And be it Enacted, That if upon the hearing of the application, the 
Court shall order a writ of Certiorari to issue for bringing up any such 
Order, and the same being brought into Court shall be quashed as 
illegal, the Commissioners shall forthwith notify the judgment of the 
5 Court to all Unions to which such Order shall have been directed, and 
the same shall, from the time of receiving such notice, respectively be 
deemed and taken to be null and void to all intents and purposes what- 
soever : Provided always, That such judgment shall not have the effect 
of annulling any contracts made in pursuance or upon the authority 
10 of any such Order, which, at the receipt of such notice respectively 
shall have been executed by either of the contracting parties : Provided 
also, That no person shall be liable to be prosecuted either by Indict- 
ment or by Civil Action, for or in respect of any act done by him 
before the receipt of such notice, under the authority and in pursuance 
15 of such Order. 

And be it Enacted and Declared, That the words “ Poor Law Com- 
missioners,” and the words referring to such Commissioners in this Act, 
shall be taken to mean the Poor Law Commissioners for England and 
Wales appointed under the authority of an Act passed in the fourth 
20 and fifth years of the reign of his late Majesty, intituled, “ An Act 
for the Amendment and better Administration of the Laws relating to 
the Poor in England and Wales and that the said Commissioners 
for the time being shall from and after the passing of this Act be styled 
“ The Poor Law Commissioners,” and by that name shall have all 
25 the powers and be subject to all the obligations conferred or imposed 
on them by the said Act, or by any other Acts, by the name of “ The 
Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales ;” but all proceedings 
at law or in equity commenced, and all deeds or instruments made 
and executed, and all Orders and Summonses made and issued 
30 before the passing of this Act, wherein the said Commissioners 
shall be styled “ The Poor Law Commissioners for England and 
Wales” shall be continued, and shall have the same force and effect 
after the passing of this Act as if the said Commissioners were 
therein styled “ The Poor Law Commissioners.” 

35 AN I.) whereas, by reason of the provisions of this Act, the duties 
of the Poor Law Commissioners' may be greatly increased ; BE it 
therefore. Enacted, That it shall be lawful for Her Majesty, Her heirs 
and successors, by warrant under the Royal Sign Manual, to appoint 
a fourth fit person to be a Commissioner to carry the said Act of the 
40 fourth and fifth years of his late Majesty and this Act into execu- 
tion, conjointly with the Three Commissioners appointed by virtue of 
the said Act ; and all the provisions contained in the said Act, or in 
any other Act passed or to be passed in any way affecting the said 
Commissioners appointed under the said Act or this Act, or any of 

238. f 2 them 
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them, shall extend to any fourth Commissioner who may be appointed 
under the provisions of this Act. 
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And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners, or any Two of 
them, may from time to time, as they may deem expedient, sit in 
. England and Wales or Ireland, as a Board of Commissioners for carry- 5 
ing this Act into execution, and for exercising all or any of the powers 
which may be exercised by the said Commissioners under the authority 
of the said Act of the fourth and fifth years of his lute Majesty, 
or any other Acts. 

And be it Enacted, That the Commissioners shall cause to be 10 
made a seal and duplicate seal of the said Board, and shall cause 
to be sealed or stamped therewith all Orders made by them in 
pursuance of this Act; and all such Orders or copies thereof, pur- 
porting to be sealed or stamped with the seal of the said Board, 
shall be received, without any further proof thereof, as evidence of 15 
such Orders, and that the same have been duly made and issued, and 
no such Order or copy thereof shall be valid, or have any force or 
efFect, unless the same shall be sealed or stamped as aforesaid. 

And be it Enacted, That there shall be an Office of the Commis- 
sioners in Dublin, and that such one of the Commissioners as the 20 
Board shall deem fit, or as one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of 
State shall require, shall give attendance at such (Office, and shall act in 
Ireland for the purpose of carrying the provisions of this Act into 
execution; and such one Commissioner shall, while acting there, 
have the same power as is by this Act given to the Board of 25 
Commissioners, except the power to make General Rules: Provided 
always, That the whole of the Commissioners shall assemble in London 
as often as they may deem necessary, but Once at least in every year, 
for the purpose of submitting to one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secre- 
taries of State the General Report of their Proceedings. 3° 

And be it Enacted, That there shall be laid annually before both 
Houses of Parliament, within Six Weeks after their meeting, a general 
Report of the proceedings of the Commissioners acting in execution of 
this Act, together with an account of the Expenditure upon the relief 
of the Poor j.n each Union, and of the total number relieved in each 35 
Union during the year ended on the First day of January preceding. 

And be it Enacted, That the words and expressions hereinafter men- 
tioned, which in their ordinary use have a more confined or different 
meaning, shall in the construction of this Act, except where the con- 
text excludes such construction, be interpreted as follows ; every word 
importing the singular number, or the masculine gender only, 

shall 
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shall be understood to include, and shall be applied to several 
persons, matters or things, as well as one person, matter or thing, 
and females as well as males respectively ; the word “ Order ” shall 
include general rules ; the words “ General Rule” shall be construed 
^ to mean any order relating to the execution of this Act, which shall at 
the time of issuing the same be addressed by the Commissioners to 
more than one Union, or to more institutions or objects than one when 
such institutions or objects shall not be contained in any one Union ; the 
word “occupier” shall include every person in the immediate use 
10 or enjoyment of any hereditaments rateable under this Act, whether 
corporeal or incorporeal ; the word “ Rent” shall include every 
reservation, or sum or value rendered either in money or other- 
wise by anv tenant or under any contract for or in respect of the 
occupation, use or enjoyment of any hereditaments corporeal or 
15 incorporeal, and also every Fee-farm rent and Rent-seck ancl 
Rent-charge ; the word “Tithe” shall include Rent or Composition 
in lieu of Tithe, and also the Minister’s money charged under an 
Act made in the Parliament of Ireland in the Session holclen in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth year of the reign of King Charles 
20 the Second, for provision of Ministers in cities and corporate towns 
in Ireland ; the words “Justice” or “Justices of the Peace” shall, 
when any Justice or Justices is or are empowered to do any magisterial 
or judicial act, either singly or at Petty Sessions, include and extend to any 
Justice of the Peace, or any Magistrate of a County, County of a City or 
25 County of a Town, or of any City or Town Corporate, or any Assistant 
Barrister, and in such case any one stipendiary Magistrate or Assistant 
Barrister shall be and is hereby empowered to do any act which any 
Two or more Justices of the Peace may do under this Act at Petty 
Sessions. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by 
any Act to be passed in this present Session of Parliament. 



238. 
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